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IN MEMORIAM-MARCUS BAKER. 

Minute on the death of Marcus Baker submitted to the 
Board of Managers by Mr. W. B. Bryan, December 14, 1903, 
and presented to the Society on the evening of February 9, 
1904: 

By the death of Marcus Baker, which occurred at his resi- 
dence in this city on the morning of the 12th inst., the Board 
of Managers of the Columbia Historical Society lost a mem- 
ber who had the respect and esteem of his associates, and the 
Society one who was active in its formation and retained to 
the last an interest in its welfare. In the days, now nearly 
a decade past, when the beginnings were made in organizing 
this Society, Mr. Baker gave freely of his time and placed at 
the service of his fellow-organizers his remarkable faculty for 
putting into clear and concise form the ideas of a group of 
men. 

He was the first Recording Secretary of the Society, and 
to his skill as an organizer may be attributed a number of 
important features which have been found to be valuable in 
the work of the Society. He served on the Committee on 
Publication for a number of years, and only relinguished the 
active work of the Society as the duties of his profession drew 
more and more heavily upon his time. He was faithful in 
attendance on the meetings of the Board and his counsel was 
helpful and stimulating. 

It seems proper in attempting to give some idea of the 
value and importance of the services rendered by Mr. Baker 
to the Society, that a word should be said about the personal 
side of his relations with his associates on this Board. As 
he was suggestive in all he said, so he was gentle in manner 
and considerate in speech. A man of convictions, yet he did 
not seek to force them on others. Courtesy marked his inter- 
course, and he had the faculty of evoking kindly feeling 
which, supplemented by the knowledge of the tireless industry 
with which he applied himself to anything he undertook and 
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the accuracy of the results of his labors, made him a man of 
large influence in the councils of this Society. 

In making this slight tribute to the services of our late asso- 
ciate, we wish to express also our deep sympathy with his 
family. 



